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Figure 11.6  n  Percentage of Jail Population by Gender, 2005–2013

Jails, like prisons, are dominated by males. How might the relatively fewer female jail inmates affect the 
facilities they are kept in? It means there are likely fewer facilities, but does it mean they are worse facilities? 
Are there likely to be fewer programs available for them? Are they more expensive to run as a result?

The gender disparity in jails has been in place for many years. Do you foresee this changing? Why or why not?

Source: Minton, T. D., & Golinelli, D. (2014). Jail inmates at midyear 2013—Statistical tables. (NCJ 245350). Washington, DC: 
U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics.

Race and Hispanic Origin in Jails
By now, it should come as no surprise that a disproportionate number of blacks are held 

in city and county jails compared with their presence in the general population. At midyear 
2013, 47% of those confined to county or city jails were non-Hispanic white.35 More than one 
third of those held in jails (36%) were black and 15% were Hispanic (Figure 11.7).36

The percentage of non-Hispanic whites held in jail has increased. In 2005, 44% of indi-
viduals confined to jail were non-Hispanic white.37 This percentage fell to 42% by 2008 and 
then increased to 47% by 2013.38 In contrast, the percentage of blacks held in city or county 
jails was stable from 2005 to 2009 and has since slowly decreased. At midyear 2013, 36% of 
persons in jail were black.39 A similar pattern emerged for Hispanics. In 2005, it was estimated 
that 15% of those held in jail were Hispanic. This percentage slowly increased to a high of 
16% in 2006 through 2010.40 Then the percentage of Hispanics held in jail fell to an esti-
mated 15% in 2013.41 Little change in the percentage of “others” held in jail was measured 
from 2005 to 2013. Each year during that period it was estimated that 2% of those confined 
to jail were some “other” race or Hispanic origin.42

TECHNOLOGY AND 
INSTITUTIONAL CORRECTIONS

Technology is an increasingly important part of corrections. In earlier years, technology 
such as locks, keys, firearms, basic forms of transportation, and simple communication devices 
were used to gain compliance and detain those incarcerated. As the criminal justice system has 
grown and changed, the responsibilities related to incarcerating individuals have increased. 




